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THRIVINT Ol ... -ESUTION.

The Gypsles of Hungary Still Malntain
Their Anclent  usioms Unelinnged.

In Hungary there are, acgording to o
rongh estimute, about one hundred and
iy thousund gypsies, vifgabonds who
wunder about the country with their
virts and horses, necompanied by their
women and ehildren; and though at
one time persecuted as unbelievers and
hunted to deatly us soreerers and poi-
soners, the ernel ediets which enjoined
cuch treatment swere never sympathized
in by the Iungarvian people. The re-
sult is, us we learn from “The Peoples
of the World,” that the gypsies have
inereased, and, in their own thriftless,
soqualid fashion, prospered, despite the
hard usage they have received at the
hiunds of their ralers, Indeed, the Hun-
quriun kings have more than once pre-
tected them as a Ypoor wandering pcf'_:-
ple withont a conntry, and whom all
the world rejected,” and granted them
snfe conduets to go wherever seemed
rrood to them. with their troops of
donlkeys and horses. Joseph II. of
Austria tried to settle them as agrieul-
turists, and had huts built for them.
Hut instond of occupying the comfort-
able dwellings themselves, they stabled
their cattle in them and pitéhed their
tents outside. Then, to prevent their
corn from sprouting, they boiled it be-
fore sowing; and though their children
were taken from them and trained up
into habits of work under Magyar and
German peasants, these wildlings soon
esenped nnd joined their parents; with-
out having learned anything from their
foreible apprenticeship to eivilization:
It is aflirmed that s gypsy who had
aotunlly risen to the rank of an officer
in the Austrian army disappeared ong
dioy and was found six months after-
witrd with a banid of Zingari encamped
on the heath. A voung Slovack peasant
fedl i love with and muorried o gypsy
etel. bt in his absence she eseaped to
the woods, amd, when discovered, wus
sleeping nnder the skies and feeding on
hedgehogs, after the fashion of the
rave from whom she had been taken.
Abbe Liszt, chormed with the talent
for music displayed by a gypsy boy.
toole him to Porls and tried to train the
little lnd.  But all in vain. The mo-
ment he saw his own people in Vienna
his delight was  indeseribable: there
with no longer any hope of keeping him
unider the restraint of polite life.

FLAX CULTURE IN EUROPE.

Russln Grows More of This Crop Than
Any Countey In the World

Our principal sapply of the raw ma-
torind, says Chambers' Journal, is im-
ported from Russin, where the plont
his Lotgr been, o still s, cultivated
mory extendively than in any other
conitry in the world: but there the
culivve of the crop and preparation of
the Cher receive less eore and atten-
tion than in any other fax-producing
countey, This negleet may  be ne-
counte ]l for by the immense tracts
wader crop and also by much thinner
sowing than iy praetived in other coun-
tries inorlor o rive the plant rreaior
strength ol more pomerons byt
1o provoent 15 babz i1 diavinee Lo vi

lent thunderstorms thay prevail about
the time it isin flower. The result of
this treatment, however, is 8 coarse
fiber, and also a very much inferior
yield to that grown thicker and under
more favorable ecireumstances of soil
and attention in its early stages. Ger-
many, Austria and France will follow
tussin as flax-producing countries, and
in each of these an average arca of
over two hundred thousand acres is
kept under this erop.  In Holland flax
is grown principally for the seed, and
the planting and growth of the crop.
as well as the time for pulling, is regu-
lated” for this purpose. By properly
maturing the seed the quality of the
{iher is Injured and vénders the subse-
quent process more dittienlt; but the
Duteh farmers are amply remunerated
by the high price obtained for the
seeld, which: has for agricultural pur-
poses o world-wide fame, awd is chiefly
sown in Dritaln, slthongh Riga seed is
also used and preferved by somesgrow-
ers as heing more hardy. It is Bel-
rinm, howevor, to which we must turn
to se flux in the highest state of enlti-
vation. where nothing is neglocted that
eain uny messure improve the quans
tity. undmore especiully of the quality
of the crop. llere proper rotution of
the crops, superior tilluge and liberal
manuring of the land are attended to
ina mapner not seen elsewhere, and
to this the careful, plodding Belgian
farimers owe their success in raising
other crops as well as flax, and which
hos earned fer them the reputation
Uiy cojoy of beine L most snecessful
apericultoeiats in the world.

EXTRAVACANT [iILL GIRLS.
They Recelve Fulris €iood Wages, But Are

Averse to Laving,

In the great carpet mills of Philadel-
phia, where, it i elaivied more carpet
i= made in o single ward than in the
whole of Englend, the aeteal competi-
i of women with men s o muelked

dnres i many. chses, says Lippine

s Magazine, they earn equal pay
for the same work.  In these mills the
barlers earn from 20 to =10 o week.
They work from 7 in the morning till 0
U night, svith half an hour off fordin-
ner, Those who do not live at hiome

i greb grood boavd for = a weelk, leav-
ing qnite a large marrin for deeys or

Cor savings, It would be of great bens |

(it to them if they coullacquire the
Linbit of .N_\"hl.l.‘}llu“l' saving, bat to this
they are generally averse. Some of

thom do save, however, and it is noun- |

vamon thing for & mill girl to save

i or $400 hefore marvivre, . The fivst |

e vears of marriel Hife are safely
tided over by the unit - | savings of the
cmple, and it is unusuzl for the chil-
Iren not to begin work by the time
wy ore . They eun eaen 3550 sod
imwprds, and this sum. as a role, yrocs
into the fomily treasury, . Thus thore
will often be five or six  breadawinners
izv e family, and, if theitty, a neat 1it-
sum mpy be lail awny. Thriit
afl etonomy are, however, rather ex-
sptiongl vietnos amonee the mill work-
ri They eat, twice n ilyy. the moit
spewitve meat (13 el 18 cents per
Sonddh, ol ety extravagunt sums for
early vegretnbloo

-

THE SNAKE CATCHER,

0dd Occupntion of a A'ssissippl House-
hoat Conl e,

The selling of snales to seientifie
men, to manufacturers wWho wae e
skins pnd o museumns inooa baeine
which o mun and his wi’ swho live ina
Mississippi houseboat ereace in. The
strange couple were B eviowad
other day by the reporier for a New
Orleans puper.  The man diss most of
the snake catehing, and. slthough he
has been bitten several Uihes, be con-
siders the experience only w tritling in-
cident of his trade, A\ rattlessale,
for instance, when pursned,” he says,
“eoils and s rewdy to defend himeelt:
1 {lip & stone or small piece of stick at
liim; he uneoils and starts off, but be-
fore he ean agoin coil 1 have him back
of the neel.  No, I use no stick—noth=
ing but my bare honds. You may
langh, too, when I tell yon that our
snake lore teaches us not to hunt when
the wind is in the northwest, 1 wo da
we find nosnakes. The privcipil seasons
of the year fTorusarespriogund fally the
snalees are thyn fat aod produce 1o
of oil."™ Of all the snalies in the United
States only three familics. he says, can
Do clissed as deadly, @ HBuy” he adds,
“these families comprise about thirty-
bwo  species, distributed as  follows:
Rattlesnnkes, seven: cotton-months,
eighty copperheads, seventeen, the twe
latter beinge moceasins and dwellers in
the swamps and low places.”  The
snnke eateher’s method of treating
bites is as follows: *When bitten [im-
medintely tie a bond above the wound,
cutting the latter deeply in order to
canse it to Bleed frevly, and to reach
Below the cxiremity piereed by the
fang. The ent is then sucked, or warm,
newly killed fle b is applied, and the
remedies are then rubbed into the
wound. nentralizing the poison.”

The Etopoetie of vl Uan,

There is an ondless etiyuistte in the
use of fins with the Jipenese the
fun is oo emblem of il Il vived

| i regurded as the startine point
oyl s the rays of the fan expond so
the road of life widens out towarnd a
progperons fature,  Itis ulso snid that
the Japonese ogl originzlly took its
shupg from their wonderful montain
Fuji-san, which represents to them all
that is benntiful, hizh anl holy, When
one begins to nnderstand ol this there
eomes a salutary feeling of dgnorance,
and we perceive that the Jypineie may
| ¢laim to be among the great symbolists
in the world, A continuance of such
study might turn the most hardened
Buropean into a Japonophile.

Cornmenl as n Cosmetle.

Cornmeil, the yvellow Indian meal of
our pantries, is suild 1o be ong of the best
of cosmetics. A jur of it should be kept
on the toilet stand, aud ofter the fuee
has been washed in really hot water
with u pure, unscented soup, the meal
Lould be rubbed all over it, well and
wently. Then it should be dusted oot
of the halr amd eyebrows. the foze
wiped lightly over with o bit of soft
old linen, and the result promised by
| those who huve tried it is o delightful-

1 smoath i satiny skin,




